
Topic: 

 

What I KNOW 

 

What I WANT to 

know 

 

HOW I can learn 

more about the topic 
(Which resources, web pages, 

texts, methods, etc. will I use?) 
 

 

What I LEARNED 

 

 

Tennessee Williams 

wrote some plays. 

 

 

 
What kind of plays did 

Tennessee Williams write? 

 

Is he still alive? 

 

Is he from Great Britain? 

 

Were any of his plays made 

into movies? 

 

Did he write about 

experiences in his own life? 

 

Did he write any books? 

 

Who or what influenced his 

writing? 

 

Did Tennessee Williams 

write any comedies? 

 
Talk with another group. 

 

Ask my teacher. 

 

Read my textbook. 

 

Search on the Internet. 

 

Look in the library. 

 

Watch a video. 

 

Ask my grandfather. 

Tennessee Williams was named 

Thomas Lanier Williams when he was 

born in Columbia, Ohio in 1911. 

 

He lived with his grandparents until 

his mother, sister, and he moved to St. 

Louis, Missouri where his father went 

to work for a shoe company. 

 

Tennessee and particularly his older 

sister Rose had a difficult time 

getting used to living in the city after 

having lived in the country. 

 

His sister Rose often played make-

believe with glass animals. 

 

Their mother never accepted the fact 

Rose was having difficulty and forced 

her to attend secretarial courses and 

introduce her to potential boyfriends. 

 

Eventually, Tennessee’s father agreed 

to allow Rose to have surgery that 

resulted in Rose being like a child the 

rest of her life. 

 

Tennessee began writing poetry in 

high school winning prizes for it. 

 

He attend college, but his father 

pulled him out after two years due to 

his poor grades making Tennessee 

work in a shoe company. 

 

Tennessee hated working for the shoe 

company and moved to Mexico where 

he wrote a play called “A Streetcar 

Named Desire” which resulted in him 

receiving awards. 

 

That play had two characters who 

were like his parents. 

 

He worked for 30 more years until he 

died in New York in 1983 from 

choking on an eye bottle top. 



 


